
Sunform simultaneously teaches students the 26 beginning 

letter-sound symbol correspondences and letter formations  

to automaticity. Most will begin blending mid-year before 

transitioning into letter formation instruction. Daily 15–20 

minute lessons are appropriate for pre-K, K-1, Tiered  

intervention and Special Education. This innovative approach 

to establishing 

letter-sound  

proficiency— 

foundational to the 

development of 

word-reading 

skills—is consistent 

with the Simple View of Reading (Gough and Tunmer, 1986) 

and Orthographic Mapping (Kilpatrick, 2019). These building 

blocks are essential to fluency and comprehension for  

all children.

The   

Alphabet System
Neurologically Integrated  

Pictograph Mnemonics
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91.5%  

of Sunform  

students knew  

their letter sounds

36%  

of control group  

students knew  

their letter sounds

*Massengill Shaw, D., & Sundberg, M.L. (2008). At-risk preschoolers 

become beginning readers with neurologically integrated alphabet  

instruction. Journal of Education Research, 2(1), 61-73.

In a Chicago Public Schools preschool study*,  

Sunform students learned 91.5% of their sounds while 

the control group students learned 36% of their sounds.

Underserved Preschoolers 

Become Beginning Readers

“ After two months of instruction, eight of my 12 students were already at the blending stage; 

they had learned all 26 letter pictures in just two weeks! Having this pre-reading edge  

going into kindergarten will be very beneficial for the students and their teachers”.

Kim Villanueva

Teacher 

Chappell Child Development Centers in Jacksonville, FL

Gough, P. B., & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability. 

Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10

Kilpatrick, D.A. (2019). Assessing, preventing, and overcoming reading difficulties. 

Online course. Colorado Department of Education.



The Sunform Alphabet System

How it Works

Each non-consumable Sunform pictograph-clue-letter 

sliding instructional device integrates visual, auditory and 

motor movement cues. Emotionally engaging stories, 

images, clues and alliterations activates the right and left 

brain hemispheres, transforming abstract, non-phonetic 

symbols into meaningful, phonetic letters for children as 

young as four.
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Massengill Shaw, D., & Sundberg, M.L. (2008). How a neurologically  

integrated approach which teaches sound-symbol correspondence and  

legible letter formations impacts at-risk first graders. Journal of At-Risk 

Issues, 14(1), 13-21.

43 Chicago Public School students who had failed 

kindergarten, mastered sounds and handwriting in just  

51 hours of summer school.

1105  

98%

Response to Intervention Tier1/Tier2

Each kit includes 26 non-consumable devices and two sets  

of picture, clue, lower case and upper case letter wall cards.  

Handwriting blackline masters and training videos are  

downloadable at no charge. Optional consumable student 

handwriting books facilitate developmentally appropriate motor 

movements and directionally correct letters.
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Step 1: Trace picture.

1. start octopus  
   midspace

2. push up to dotted line                  3. curve  
octopus head out

4. pull down  
toward heart

5. set octopus
   on bottom line

6. push up to complete 
head at midspace

      7. stop

Step 3: Trace Motor Plan.Step 2: Trace octopus.

o
Model Trace around each octopus. Trace each red octopus letter.

Trace each red octopus letter. Start at midspace and copy 4 octopuses.

1.

2.

Level 1 Level 2
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“ We’ve seen huge improvements with 

our ELLs. Those who started Tier 2 

knowing 12–13 letter sounds were the 

ones who exited after 3 weeks.”

Lisa Umans

ELL Resource Teacher 

Mundelein School District 75

Integrated motor movement and letter order based on 

fine-motor copying skills (Beery, Buktenica and Beery, 

2010) is Sunform’s key ingredient. Late program author 

Mary Lou Sundberg theorized that by appealing to a 

student’s right visual gestalt hemisphere, synapses could 

be caused to occur in the temporal (auditory) and frontal 

(motor movement) lobes in a way that would elicit  

auditory recall of letter sounds and formations.

Beery K. E., Buktenica N. A., and Beery N A. (2010). The Beery-Buktenica  

Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration: Administration, Scoring, and 

Teaching Manual (6th ed.). Minneapolis, MN: Pearson.


